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USDA-VS/KDA Collaboration
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VSV In the News
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Confirmed June 16, 2020



Vesicular Stomatitis Virus

ÁViral disease
ÁTwo serotypes

ÁIndiana

ÁNew Jersey

ÁTransmission:
ÁSand flies, Midges, Black flies
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Vesicular Stomatitis Virus

ÁSand Fly
ÁPrefer high nutrient area that remain dry (Tree holes, rock crevices, 

animal burrows)

ÁPrimarily Nocturnal
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Vesicular Stomatitis Virus

ÁBiting Midges
ÁPrefer high nutrient areas that remain wet, moist (wet leaves, compost, 

mud around ponds and troughs)

ÁTend to move and feed around sunset and sunrise
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Vesicular Stomatitis Virus

ÁBlack Flies
ÁPrefer aquatic habitats that have flowing water(irrigation ditches, 

springs, rivers, streams)

ÁActive during the day and early evening, rarely at night

ÁSome species can travel up to 7 miles per day
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Vesicular Stomatitis Virus

ÁTransmission:
ÁDirect nose-to-nose contact

ÁMechanical fomites:

ÁBuckets

ÁShared feed resources

ÁCommon water source

ÁShoes, clothing, hands

ÁContaminated equipment
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Vesicular Stomatitis Virus

ÁSignificance:
ÁPrimarily affects horses

ÁCattle, sheep, goats, swine, llamas

and alpacas

ÁClinical signs:
ÁReluctance to eat

ÁDrooling

ÁFrothing at mouth

ÁLameness

ÁDrop in milk production
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Vesicular Stomatitis Virus

12


